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The barn owl’s scientific name literally means
| «white owl” and comes from the Greek word
“tyto” meaning “owl” and the Latin “alba”

meaning “white”.

As nocturnal birds, barn owls are difficult to
study, but scientists think they declined in the
20th century because of changes to farming

that destroyed their habitat and made it difficult

for them to hunt. Many birds also died after
eating rats and mice that had been poisoned
- something that sadly still happens today.

Thanks to the efforts of many people, for
example putting up nest boxes to replace
nesting habitat that has been lost, barn owls

have gradually recovered.
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Buzzard numbers in the UK have varied. During

| the 19th century many were killed until they
were only found in the west of England, Wales
and Scotland. Fewer were killed during the two

| World Wars and killing them was banned in 1954.

However, just as buzzard numbers were

beginning to recover, most of their food
disappeared in the 1950s when the myxomatosis

disease killed many of the UK’s rabbits.

More recently buzzards are faring much better.
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Where tl‘ley live: Golden eagles live
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UK, you can only see them in Scotland.
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Where tl'ley live: Hen harriers live in open
areas with low plants, such as heather Most
live on moorland in Scotland, byt Some are also
found in northern England, Wales and Ireland.

How long the live: On average they live

for seven years. The oldest recorded wild bird
lived for 15 Years, nine months gnd two days.
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\ e —— and voles and, when smaller mammals gre not
- available, young rabbits and hares,
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Falconry was very popularin England following
the Norman conquest of 1066, and kestrels were

kept and trained to hunt.

‘ However: in the 19th and early 20th centuries,
kestrel numbers declined. Pesticides usedin
farming caused a particular problem, especially
in eastern England. When kestrels ate prey that
had been poisoned by pesticides, it caused them
to lay eggs that had thin and fragile shells. These
would break too early, before the chick inside

was old enough to survive.

When these pesticides were banned, kestrel

numbers increased until the 1980s. Since then,

the way that land is used has limited the places
. where kestrels can live and find food. Between
| 1970 and 2015, kestrels declined by 50% in

| the UK.
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e How long thEY live: Typically, they live up

\ — to nine years. The oldest recorded bird lived for
il 20 years and 11 months,

— What they eat: Mostly fish
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o — catch and carry away!
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The relationship between peregrines and humans
goes back thousands of years. Because of

| their speed and the fact they are easy to tame,
people used them for falconry to catch food.

|

|

Despite this, they also killed wild peregrines and

by the 1930s, there were only about 700 pairs
left in the UK. More were killed during World
War II, to stop them hunting the homing pigeons
that carried important messages.

The number of peregrines hit an all-time low of
s in the 1960s because of pesticides
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People valued kites in the Middle Ages because o . i
their scavenging kept the streets clean, but | Gen era‘ PU i
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“yermin” and encouraged people to kill them.
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Some people used to kill short-eared owls,

| but even though this became illegal in 1954,

. numbers of these birds have still fallen.
This is because many of the marshes and
moorlands where they live have disappeared.

Their population also varies according to the
amount of prey that is available, especially voles.
In bad vole years, the short-eared owl is the
least common of all the owl species breeding

in the UK.

Wvars 573
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Short-eored owls use their

excellent hearing and flying skills .

to hunt voles. Although they look \
like ears, the tufts on top of their
head are actually just feathers
— their ears are hidden at the

sides of their head.
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In the past, sparrowhawk numbers suffered |
because their woodland homes were cut down

and some people killed them.

Pesticides, which were used in farming, also
entered the sparrowhawk’s food chain through
the prey they caught, causing their eggs to
have very thin and fragile shells that broke far
too early. Fortunately, these chemicals were
eventually banned and sparrowhawks are now
protected, so their population has recovered.
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Scienti
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Ireland and Sco e ToF In
X, Eggtfn:\' arnd in 1918 the last UK white-tailed
: em, . _ _ -
| klllele was shot on Shetland in Scotland.
eag

ccessfully reintroduce S cién tlﬁc name: Haliaeetus albicillg
; 5tosu
Tt took until 197

ﬁr‘St s " ] - | q
. d.In 1985 the IL€: Massive! Aroung 80cm long with q
them on islands in Sc?tlcn dged on the Isle of wingspan of around 2.2m - wider than the
white-tailed eagle chick fledg armspan of an adult humani

UlL.

Where tllEY live: Mainly Skye, Mull ang
the Western Is

How IOHQ they live: Between 20 ang
2

5 years.

— grab fish that gre SWImming close to the

A5, —— _ (dead cr;eotures).
, \a“g Sﬂﬂ I Conser Vation § tatus: White-tailed eagles
w M““? are on our Red List as we are very concerned
dﬂl‘ about them.
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